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About the Cover: The rebellious and serpent-bitten Israelites were saved by
looking upon the serpent lifted before their eyes. Jesus said that this event in
Numbers 21 pointed forward to the fact that He would be lifted upon the cross,
die for our sins, and rise again. All who look upon Him see the sinless Son of
Man, who willingly took our sin upon Himself to atone for it. All who look upon
Him in faith receive His forgiveness and will live forever with Him. Let us then fix
our eyes on “Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2).

About the Cover: Jesus knew the cup He had to drink was that of the suffering
He would endure on the cross. He drank of this cup on our behalf in order to
give us the cup of salvation. This cup is overflowing (Psalm 23:5). Even through
the agony in the Garden of Gethsemane, He followed the will of His Father
(Mark 14:36), and all He was given to drink on the cross was sour wine (Mark
15:36). In the Lord’s Supper, we receive His body and blood of the covenant
poured out for the forgiveness of our sins (Mark 14:24).

About the Cover: The people welcomed Jesus to Jerusalem with palms in
hand: “Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!” Then Jesus
traveled the path that led to the cross to save us. As true God and the only
Son of the Father, He came to earth in the name of the Lord. He is the Blessed
One. Moreover, He comes to bless us through the forgiveness of sins in order to
welcome us into His presence forever.

About the Cover: Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Following
Christ’s death on the cross, He was buried. But on the third day, the tomb was
empty. Jesus appeared to His disciples bodily raised from the dead. Moreover,
He appeared to more than five hundred brothers (1 Corinthians 15:6). Indeed,
He appears in our lives today through the Word, which has been proclaimed
into our ears, splashed on our heads in Holy Baptism, and fed to us in the Lord’s
Supper. On the Last Day, He will appear again to raise us from the dead.

About the Cover: Although we have not seen Jesus with our eyes, the apostles,
even Thomas a week after Jesus’ resurrection, saw Jesus with their own eyes.
Those apostles proclaimed what they had seen and heard both near and far.
They proclaimed that Jesus died and rose to forgive sinners and give them
eternal life. This Word has spread through time and across continents into
our ears today, giving us faith that holds on to the risen Lord and receives His
forgiveness. So then, just as Jesus tells us, we are blessed (John 20:29).

About the Cover: The disciples were trying to process all the events that had
taken place. They were still filled with questions, and some were filled with
disbelief. However, Jesus patiently showed them His nail-pierced hands and
spear-pierced side. He ate with them. He opened the Scriptures to them to
show them that it was necessary for Him to suffer, die, and rise. Jesus dying on
the cross was God'’s plan for the Messiah all along, and it’s the only plan that
saves sinners.
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About the Cover: Our Good Shepherd, Jesus, laid down His life and took it up
again for our sake. He did it all to win us forgiveness and eternal life. He has not
stopped being our Good Shepherd. By His voice through His Holy Word, He is
calling His dear sheep to lie down in the green pastures of His salvation, care,
nourishment, and protection (Psalm 23). He has done all of this for us so that
we might rest at peace in Him forever.

About the Cover: Being born of God and love go hand in hand. Our new life
in light of Christ’s resurrection is God showing His love for us. Our Father in
heaven first loved us by sending His Son to be our Savior. His love for us brings
about our love of Him and our love for our brothers and sisters in Christ. We
have been born of God through the water and Word in Holy Baptism.

About the Cover: We are all children of God by faith in Christ. This ought
to bring us exuberant joy as we love God in return, love to follow His
commandments, and love all the children of God. In this loveless world, we
must remember that God first loved us by sending His Son to die on our behalf.
Jesus’ victory is our victory (1 John 5:4-5). That brings us the true and lasting
joy that overflows when we love one another.

About the Cover: Jesus prayed for us. It was for the sake of the world that Jesus
prayed that we would not be taken out of it. The Lord has placed us in various
vocations in family, work, and society to work through us for the sake of our
neighbors. He will use us in this world so that others may come to know Jesus as
the only true Savior of the world. Ascended to the right hand of the Father, He
still intercedes for us to this day by His once-for-all-time sacrifice on the cross and
His resurrection so that we may be kept in His forgiveness, life, and salvation.

About the Cover: The disciples witnessed the resurrected Jesus. They ate with
Him. They met with Him. They were instructed by Him. After His ascension,
they waited for the Helper to come and guide them in the way that they were
to go next. With the sound of rushing wind and tongues as of fire resting on
them, they proclaimed Christ crucified and raised to all the people gathered on
the day of Pentecost. The same Holy Spirit guides us today through God’s Holy
Word applied to our lives, leading us in the way of truth.

About the Cover: In the presence of the angelic song “Holy, holy, holy”
before the throne of God, Isaiah knew his unworthiness. However, the angel
removed his guilt and purified his unclean lips with the coal from the altar. We,
likewise, are unworthy to speak, let alone sing, before the triune God. But God
is merciful in Christ Jesus, who has purified us by His death on the cross and
His resurrection three days later. From the altar, He gives us His very body and
blood upon our lips to take away our guilt and thereby purifies us for the sake
of speaking His Word, even singing His praise: “Holy, holy, holy!”

About the Cover: We honor the Sabbath day when we gather among the
people of God to hear His Word. Martin Luther writes, “We should fear and
love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, but hold it sacred
and gladly hear and learn it” (Small Catechism, Third Commandment). God’s
good gifts of Word and Sacrament are given in His Divine Service. By these
gracious gifts and the power of the Holy Spirit, He grants us faith in Christ and
His promises and sustains us in the faith to life everlasting.



