
HOW TO WRITE FOR THE SCREEN:  
A Brief Guide

The Original Text

Here I am using an example from an old blog post to 
show what a difference proper formatting can make, 
visually. Let’s look at it from the beginning and see 
what difference the changes make.

You won’t even need to read it to see the difference.

It has that “wall of text” going on.

1.	 Margins are too small

2.	 Font is Times New Roman, a serif font

3.	 Nothing to break up the text

So let’s open this up. 

Creating Space around the Content

Here I opened up some space by doing these things:

1.	 Making the margins wider

2.	 Dropping the text down from the title

3.	 Adding space between the paragraphs

4.	 Changing font to 12-point Duru Sans

This opened it up, but there still is no excitement. 

Simple Steps for Formatting Your Page 
to Give it Some Pop and Get it Read



One Last Thing—Bullet Points

That paragraph under “The rundown of the rundown” 
was a few lines longer than I’d like, so I broke the 
play-by-play down into bullet points, making that 
section even easier to read.

Making It Kick—Creating the 
Structure

Here’s where you really see the difference. I added 
an introductory sentence and then set out to divide 
things up.

1.	 Added H1s ahead of major topic changes

2.	 Made the paragraphs shorter 

3.	 Added a picture and centered it

4.	 Added an H2 (under the picture)

5.	 Changed the color of the title and the 
headings



The Final Product

The first draft might be interesting, but it looks like 
it will be work to find out.

The final product may require more scrolling, but it 
is easier to scan and incorporates ways to draw the 
reader in.


