The Ten Commandments
The Fourth Commandment

Devotion
Honor your father and your mother. (Exodus 20:12)
What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and
other authorities, but honor them, serve them, love and cherish them.
Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be long in the land that the Lord your God is
giving you. (Exodus 20:12)

For Sharing
1. A bumper sticker says, “Question Authority.” What “hidden messages” do the words convey? Why is authority a
negative concept for many people?

2. Our parents are the first authority figures in our lives. In what ways is the stability and strength of society dependent on the health of the family?

3. What other authority comes from God? How do these authorities reflect God’s will for a strong, stable society?

4. Though He possessed all authority in heaven and on earth, Jesus came to earth to obey all true authority. He
humbled Himself and submitted to the will of sinful authorities who put Him to death. Share what Jesus’ willing
sacrifice means to you.

5. Honor, serve, love, and cherish. By the power of God’s Spirit, how might we appreciate our parents and other
authorities in our life?

Prayer
 ord Jesus, all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to You. Help me to respect those to whom
L
You have chosen as representatives of Your authority: parents, police officers, elected officials, and pastors
and leaders who are called by You to serve in Your church. Give those in authority the wisdom they need
to make decisions that are pleasing to You and good for Your people. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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